May Buelow Alm was born March 21, 1916, in Alberta, Canada. She grew up on a farm near Bashaw, Alberta. She then attended Nursing School in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada and received her R.N. (Registerd Nurse) in 1937. 

She married Maurice Alm in 1946, in Chewelah, Wa. They met in 1939, at the Chewelah gas station of which he was part-owner. Maurice was inducted into the Army Air Force on Jan 6, 1942, and was stationed in the Pacific War Theater as an Airplane Armorer. He participated in 7 campaigns and achieved the rank of Technical Sergeant. Complications of an illness suffered during service in the Pacific led to his death in 1956.

During the war May served as a 1st Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps and was stationed in the ETO (European Theater of Operations) with the 104th Evacuation Hospital, attached to Gen. Patton’s 3rd Army. She was involved in 5 campaigns. Her service spanned nearly 2 years and took her from England through Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge, all the way to Munich.

May received her U.S. citizenship in 1945, while in Europe. She and Maurice have 3 children, Eric, Edward, Marie – all college graduates - and 3 grandsons.

Following Maurice’s death May returned to Nursing in Public Health and at the V.A. Hospital, retiring in 1981.

May has been a member-at-large of GSW (Gold Star Wives) since 1986, and participates in their fund-raising projects. Locally she is an American Red Cross Volunteer. Her special interests are philanthropic and enjoyment of skiing, dancing, and aerobics.

Especially memorable was landing D+35 from barges on Omaha Beach and caring for Battle of the Bulge casualties.

